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ABSTRACT

Philodendron xanadu is described as
new. It represents an interesting member
of section Meconostigma but differs from
other members of that subgenus by its
nearly complete lack of posterior lobes
and its weakly developed posterior ribs.

INTRODUCTION

Pbhilodendron xanadu Croat, Mayo &
Boos, sp. nov.

Type: Origin unknown. Based on plant
cultivated in Wellington, West Palm Beach,
Florida, Croat 81537 (Holotype, RB; iso-
types B, F, COL, GH, INPA, K, MO-
5291335, NY, R, RSA, SP, TRIN, UB, US.)

Caudex 3.5-5 cm diametro; petiolus 43—
51 cm long, subteres, sulcatus; squamulae
intravaginales usque 1.5 mm long; lamina
pinnatisecta, 25-31 cm longa, 17-25 cm
diam; inflorescencia solitaria; pedunculus
3.0-5.5 cm longus, 1.0-1.3 cm diam; spa-
tha (11.5)12.8-18 cm longa, 2.8-3.3 cm
diam; spadix 8.5-12.5 cm longus; zona
staminata in toto 9.2-12.5 cm longa; pars
sterilis staminodia ferens 5.2 cm longus;
2.1 cm basi diametro, 1.8 cm apice dia-
metro; pars fertilis stamina ferens 4-5.5 cm
longa, 1.7-1.8 cm diametro, 1.3-1.5 cm
diametro versus, longitudius spatha 1.5 su-
perans; zona pistillata 3.0-3.7 cm longa
ventraliter, 1.7 longe dorsaliter, apice 1.5—

1.8 cm diametro apice, ad medium 1.8-2.0
cm diametro.

Terrestrial; with leaves extended indi-
vidual plants to 1.6 m wide; stems to 1 m
or more tall, 3.5-5 cm diam.; internodes
short, dark brown, scurfy; leaf scars con-
spicuous, 2.7-3.4 cm wide, 9-18 mm high;
intravaginal squamules minute, no more
than 1.5 mm long; sap acrid, pungent;
roots 9-14 mm diam., reddish brown with
longitudinal fissures; cataphylls to 21 cm
long, medium green, narrowly and deeply
sulcate with a medial rib toward the base,
drying dark brown and persisting intact;
petioles sheathed 3.5-5.5 cm at base, 43—
51 cm long, 89 mm diam, D-shaped at
base, soon becoming subterete, sharply
and deeply sulcate, medium green, weak-
ly glossy, flattened at an angle along the
sulcus and otherwise finely and weakly
ridged circumferentially, darker, some-
what brownish to purplish violet and
sometimes weakly scurfy at apex and on
petiolar plexus; geniculum more broadly
sulcate, sometimes moderately “square-
grooved”; blades pinnatisect, subcoria-
ceous, 25-31 cm long, 17-25 cm wide, the
two halves of the blades directed upward
at 20-30° angle to the midrib, dark green
and moderately glossy on upper surface,
slightly paler and weakly glossy below;
primary lateral lobes ca. 10 on each side,
weakly falcate toward the apex, narrowly
rounded at the apex; the sinuses 7-10 cm
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eral other species of Philodendron (John
Banta, pers. comm.).

This species has gone by the name Pbil-
odendron ‘Xanadu’' in the horticultural
trade and this therefore appears to be ap-
propriate for the specific epithet despite
the fact that we have no knowledge cur-

rently of the origin of the name. Perhaps
it is based on the fabled city of Xanadu
whose existence came to light to the west
during the expeditions of Marco Polo (cur-
rently known as the Chinese city of Shang-
du, 22 miles north of Beijing).



