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ABSTRACT

A reproductive-biology study of Lysichi-
ton camtschatcense Schott was carried out
at two sites in central Japan. The flower
was shown to be protogynous. According
to the stage of anthesis, the flowers
changed from female to hermaphrodite
condition. Potentially, the species may be
pollinated by flies (no reward found),
wind or by self-pollination. The seeds are
thought to be dispersed by water current
or by bears consuming the fruits.
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INTRODUCTION

A reproductive-biology study of Lysichi-
ton camtschatcense Schott was carried out
at Nida marsh, Fukushima Prefecture and
Oze-gahara moor, Gunma Prefecture, both
in central Japan (Tanaka, 1997, 1998a,
1998b). The major results of the study are
reported here.

Lysitichon camtschatcense is a decidu-
ous perennial herb growing in swampy
habitats where the species form dense
populations. The white spathe opens soon
after the thaw and comes into flower (Fig.
1). The spathe is boat-shaped and 5-50 cm
long. The inflorescence is composed of a
spadix (3-20 cm long) which bears 80-800
hermaphroditic flowers (Fig. 2). Each
flower consists of four green tepals, four

Table 1. Insect visitors to spadices of Lysichiton camischatcense at Nida
marsh and Oze-gahara moor during 10 hours 12 minutes observation on 5842
inflorescence.
Site:  Nida marsh Oze-gahara
Observed in: 1989 1990 2003 Total
Observed hours (h:min): 6:58 1:44 1:30 10:12
No. of spadices: 2,744 1,928 1,170 5,842
Pegomya vera (Anthomyiidae) 15 15
Dilia robustiseta (Anthomyiidae) 3 3
Homoneura aulatbeca (Lauxaniidae) 3 3
Diptera spp. 35 29 64
Small size Diptera spp. 6 12 8 26
Ants 2 2 4
Hymenoptera sp. 1 1
Small beetle 2 spp. 2 2
Total 32 49 37 118
Note: Oze-gahara was sampled twice in 1990 and 2003.
















