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Aroideana Volume 27

By Derek Burch
4044 SW 4th St., Plantation, FL 33317-4007
derek@horticulturist.com

“Now is the time for all good men ..." This is a
first request for manuscripts for Volume 27 of
Aroideana. | am shooting for a publication by
the time of the annual meeting, which means
a deadline at the end of February for manu-
scripts to give time for review and all the
things that go into this. | am particularly inter-
ested in cultural or horticultural or ethno-
botanical topics to round out the interest of
the journal - very short pieces can be for-
warded to the newsletter if you prefer, and

I am happy to assist with preparation in any
way that you wish. Your notes to me indicat-
ing willingness would do my old heart good. =
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Shingle Plants

By Michael Mattlage
Mattlagem@aol.com

Most of us who collect tropical plants have at
least one shingle plant. Whether it is the ubig-
uitous Scindapsus pictus, or the less common
yet cultivated Rhaphidophora korthalsii, shin-
glers are an important part of our collections.

Shinglers are less overwhelming than the
gigantic leaved Philodendrons and Anthuriums
that grace out greenhouse benches. Most are
diminutative creepers that clasp their leaves
tightly to whatever surface is available.
Exquisite species are often those with bright
markings on otherwise dull green leaves.
Many of us who have visited Fairchild Tropical
Gardens in Miami have seen the delicate
Rhaphidophora cryptantha growing on the
walls of the Rare Plant House. The flattened
leaves with white markings look as if they
have been painted onto the concrete.

Many species display heteroblastic develop-
ment - leaves that dramatically change shape
and size as the plant passes through juvenility
to adulthood. The juvenile leaves are
appressed or flattened to the surface on
which they are growing. Upon adulthood, the
leaves change. Some become larger and form
perforations and slits. Petioles become longer
so that the leaf blade is no longer pressed
onto the climbing surface and leaf texture and
color may change as well. Different species
display different degrees of heteroblasty,
some being much more pronounced than oth-
ers. A few species live their entire lives as
shinglers, completely retaining the behavior
even after flowering and fruiting. Retention of
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